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он, 
FIRST FATHER, 
PLEASE, PLEASE, || 
D PLEASE, PLEASE... 


MORNING, ХР E 4 50, 
BROTHERS АМР ; ç 80 MANY 
SISTERS. 2 BROTHERS 
АМР 
SISTERS, 


І WOULD BE HAPPY TO SAY THAT WAG IT NOT JUST TWO WEEKS 
SUCH A GATHERING OF THE... ' GONE THAT THE WORD OF FIRST- 
FAITHFUL LIGHTENS MY BEING. FATHER НАР 10 SOUND IN THE 
STREETS TO REACH TRUE 
BUT SHOULD "e BELIEVERS 2 
I SAY THATZ 


HOW MANY 
РІР ІТ FIND, 
EVEN THEN, 


You ANDI, 
WE KNOW WHAT 
GUIDES THE НЕКУ 
BACK TO THE 
STABLE, YES 7, 


YOU AND I, 
WE KNOW 
WHAT'S 

COMING. 


И “DELIVER МЕ, 
FIRSTFATHER, 
DELIVER ME." 


"I'LL ATTEND 
REFUGE EVERY 
SABBATH, IF 
YOU'LL ONLY 


SAVE ME.” Ai 


YOU SEE 
PROPHECY BEING 
FULFILLED, YOU SENSE 
THE APPROACHING 
SHADOW, АМО NOW, 
ONLY WOW, VO YOU 
SEEK REFUGE. 


THIS. 16 THE OFFERING 
YOU МАКЕ TD FIRST- CAN You 
FATHER 1 TRULY BELIEVE 
AN OATH THAT ሠ 
BORN OF FEAR IN 
EXCHANGE FOR YOUR 
SALVATIONZ 


SUFFICIENTZ 


4 <<» 


THEIR ҒАТНЕР2 


BE NOT ASHAMED 7%, 
OF YOUR FEAR 


۷۷۶۲۳2١ ABILITY TO ጩ 
70 YoU HARM. >= 


‘OR 
FIRS TFATHER, 
THAT IS 
ENOUGH. 


4 ር ч 
ei 
біз ) er 04 
WHEN CHILDREN ARE cb ( # | 
AFRAID, WHO WILL ቓ 
PROTECT THEM BUT 1 ბ | a 
d 


<] 
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BODY ABOUT THE END 
OF THE WORLD -- 


AND I WERE 
WATCHING IT, 


ქა v >. 
TWELVE MURDERS IN SEVEN 
DAYS, MORE THAN EMERSON'S 
E. IN А DECADE. : 


NO, I THINK THAT WAS ሠ 
THE SIXTH DAY. I'M 
NOT SUR! 


BUT ANYWAY, THAT SSS 
WAS THE VAY WE 


УМ 
АМИ, 
ка AAA 


ALTHOUGH IF WE HAUN'T 
FOUND HIS IDENTIFICATION ES 
PAPERS... NEVER MIND. 


RIGHT AWAY WE THOUGHT OF 
TRAUPMAN'S RANCH HIS 
FAMILY, HIS HIRED HANDS. 


f 


I SHOULD HAVE BEEN ALERT, 
1 SHOULD HAVE BEEN FOCUSED, 
BUT INSTEAD I REMEMBER 
THINKING OF SCHOOL, WHEN I 
WAS LITTLE. 


FIRST GRAVE WE‏ או 
LEARNEV ABOUT HE‏ 
זו LAST PLAGUE.‏ 
ALMOST WIPED OUT‏ 
EMERSON OVER A‏ 
HUNPREP YEARS AGO,‏ 


WE ONLY FOUN? ONE 
OF TRAUPMAN'S TWO 
THOUSAND PLUS 
HEAD OF КІМЕ-- 


ES] МУ TEACHER TOLD US 
PEOPLE DROPPED DEAD ፻፪ 
IN THE STREETS. 


I REMEMBER 
THINKING, "THIS | 
MUST HAVE 

BEEN WHAT IT 
LOOKED LIKE,” 


SEVEN ARMED OFFICERS, 
SEVEN OF US, AND IT 
ATTACKED ANYWAY. 


“WELL, 2 6000," i ТА 10 
12 


44/2 Te 
AFRAID. "e e SEE የ ያ МЕ 
САМ KILL 


“WE CAN END THIS 
NIGHTMARE HERE, 
Now. " 


BUT OUR SHAFTS, THEY 
JUST, JUST MELTED. 
ָ 


CAPTAIN PRICE 
HAV A 


OFFICER INGA, SHE 
WAS FASTER, SHE 
WAS READY. 


THAT MUST HAVE 


p Hm 
E A FEW SECONDS, 
OR MAYBE IT WAS 


LONGER, І ВЕАСКЕЙ OUT. 
שר‎ 


B NOBODY LIVES FOREVER, BUT I 
DIDN'T WANT ገሪ DIE THAT WAY. 


"TNAM LIKE A WARKIOR, 
LIKE A HERO. 
ד‎ - ч, 


LIKE CAPTAIN 
PRICE. 


IT WAS MORNING Mi 
BEFORE ANYONE 
FOUNP ME 


STARTED TRYING 

TO FIGURE QUT 
64 WHAT НАР SAVED 
Щ МУ LIFE. 


3295 


ais 二 
682202 
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AE TO THE EARTH,‏ 6אואאוץ 
KEEPING FROM FIGHTING A‏ 
HOPELESS BATTLE --‏ 


К. ГАЧ? À TWICE KILED POLICE 


CAPTAIN, THE ONLY ONE 06 5 
WHO COULD HAVE SCARED 
THAT MONSTER OFF, 


BUT I DON'T SUPPOSE 
THAT'S THE SORT OF 
THING YOU NEED TO 

KNOW ABOUT. 


SPEAK ON, 
SISTER. 


გ NOW, YOU'RE SURE 
THIS WASN'T A 
PLAINS WOLF, 
SERGEANT 
Y NEWCOMENZ: OR 
= MAYBE A WHOLE 


WITH 
FLOWING FROM 
пе WOUNDS, 

SISTER 


WE ALL SAW 
WHAT WAS LEFT OF 
CAPTAIN PRICE. YOU 
QUESTION UNWISELY 


AND YOURE TALKING ANYWAY, THESE AREN'T 

OUT OF TURN, LEGATE, THE “LAST PAYS." 

WHEN I HAVE A AND JUST BECAUSE WE'VE 
QUESTION FOR YOU, NEVER SEEN THIS THING 
T'LL LET YOU KNOW. DOESN'T MEAN IT'S SOME 
SUPERNATURAL ۶ 


MAYBE, BUT 
NOT A DEMON. 
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MUTATED BY 
WHAT, SISTER 
HITRESEZ 


TOXINS EACH 
RAINFALL LEACHES FROM 
THE TAILINGS AT YOUR 
IRON MINE AND 564 
INTO OUR DRINKING 
WATER Z 


OR MUTATED, PERHAPS, BY THE 
STRANGLING SMOKE YOUR NO SPECTERS, SISTER. 
SMELTERS АМР POWER PLANTS 411101111) 1 NO DEMONS. 


PUMP INTO THE AIRZ: 
/ ча WATURE FIGHTS 
ARE SEEING OWE ; BACK-- THIS WE 
MUTATION, SHOULON'T - HAVE BEEN TOLV. 
WE EXPECT MANY 
MOREZ 


YOU KNOW, LEGATE, 
FOR A MAN CONVINCEV. 
THE WORLP 18 ABOUT 10 
END, YOU SEEM PRETTY 

UAMN HAPPY. 


I HAVE [ Z / YOU HAVE NO 
ALWAYS FOLLOWED L HUMILITY BEFORE 


FIRSTEATHER S THE VAST FORCES 
TEACHINGS. | WITH WHICH YOU 
TAMPER. 


I, АМР ALL WHO 
ACCEPT HIM INTO THEIR 
LIVES, HAVE NOTHING TO 


I KNOW, I KNOW, 
£0, ГМ DOOMED, 
RIGHT 4 


WELL , THE 
REST OF US WILL 
BE 100 IF WE 
DON'T ASSEMBLE 
A SEARCH-AND- 
SALVAGE TEAM 
۲٣۱۸۸۷۶۱۱۸۲۷۷ 


THERE ARE RISKS 
წ p [ዘ SUCH AN OPERATION, 


WHAT ABOUT 
THE RISKS IF WE 
FONT VO IT, 
MAYOR £ 


YOURSELF. 


THAT WE COULD 
VERY WELL FIN? 
A WEAPON OUT 
THERE STRONG 
ENOUGH TO 
KILL THIF 
CREATURE. 


TROUBLE SHALL 
WORK ITSELF OUT 
TOMORROW, WHEN 

THE SALVAGE 
REFERENOUM 


= 

RIGHT! NOW THAT YOU'VE GOT THIS ሠ” 9222) 

CITY ALL SCAREP SHITLESS WITH MY SERENITY, 

YOUR ENU-OF-THE-WDKLU TALK ANO SISTER. 

YOUR MONSTER, WOW YOU'LL LET 

THEM VOTE, I I WILL NOT 
Z% IAM 3 STAY FOR SUCH 
RESPONSIBLE 1 ۷۵۸۴۸۳۰ 
FOR THISZ 


P = 

D my BROTHER, N 
TOCH NEWCOMEN. 
I HAVEN'T SEEN 
HIM FOR WEEKS. 


B HE IS IN 


SECLUSION AT THE 
REFUGE, PRAYING 


IN PREPARATION FOR 
š THE EXTINCTION. 
> ገፖም መጋ а. 


V" WATCHES OVER HIM 
SISTER RACHEL. WORRY NOT. 


IT MAKES THING IS, THE 
THINGS SEEM A 
LOT SIMPLER, I 

SUPPOSE 


WELL, SERGEANT 
NEWCOMEN, FOR ONE 
THING, YOU'RE THE ` 
RANKI AW OFFICER / 
IN EMERSON NOW. _4 


LIKE IT AND FOR ANOTHER, 
OR NOT, THAT I SAW YOUR FACE 
MAKES YOU THIS MORNING WHEN 
VERY IMPOR- YOU ASKE? ABOUT 

YOUR BROTHER, ANC 
I KNOW-- 


MS. KARTHA, 
I'M NOT SURE 
/ዘሃ YOU 
ED ME OUT 4 


AND YOU SHOULON’T. 

I KNEW CARSON 

MUIR WHEN Т WAS 
A LITTLE GIRL. 


ALL HIS HOLY TALK JUST 
DOESN'T RING TRUE FOR ME 


OR YOU, I THINK. 


I CAN'T SAY HES MY 
FAVORITE PERSON, BUT HE 
MADE SOME POINTS ۷ 

I FOUND DIFFICULT TO 

IGNORE. 


WHAT I'M SAYING 15, 


ያ LIVE IN EMERSON, 100, Bi 
КУ 


50 PO MY CHILDREN. 


> сй. 

1 WANT 10 PO 
WHAT'S RIGHT FOR 
THIS CITY, АМО THATS 


WHY I WANT 
THIS CREATURE 
DESTROYED. 


I HEAR? 
ABOUT THE 
> OTHERS, 


SERGEANT, SEVENTY YEARS 
AGO MY GRANDFATHER 
STARTED MINING AND 

SMELTING ORE, 


BACK THEN, А 
LOT OF PEOPLE ٥٦ 
LIKE THE SOUNDS 06 
THAT EITHER--UNTIL THEY 
STARTEP USING STEEL 
PLOW SHARES ANO 
THRESHERS. 


“NOW LISTEN, THE SHIP, 
THE ONE MUIR CALLS 


TM SORRY, 
SISTER, BUT LEGATE 
MUIR IS NOT 
HERE TO RECEIVE 
YOU. 


6000 I 
IPN'T WANT TO 
RUN INTO HIM 
ANYWAY. 


“-WELL, I KNOW THE SALVAGE ۳۷ 
REFERENDUM WILL ВЕ ; 
DEFEATED, BUT SERGEANT, 

THERE ARE THINGS ON THAT 


ከ 


THINGS, MY 
GRANDFATHER 


"IM CERTAIN THE MEANS 
TO KILL THIS 6۴ 
CAN BE FOUND THERE.” 


ALE 
GE 
ым 


- 


“WE МЕЕР THAT MAP, АМР "WHAT ۴ 
UNLESS 1 MISS MY GUESS, epes 


убит” 
FATHERS CHAMBERS," 
20 CALLED.” 


PLEASE, 
SISTER, THE 
OTHERS ARE 
IN SECLUSION, 
YOU SHOULDN'T 
BE HERE. 


TELLING ME 
ALL THIS, MS. 
КАКТНА? 


“ITS JUST TWO PAYS- 
JOURNEY FROM EMERSON, 


BUT ОМУ MUIR HAS 
A МАР 70 IT. 


“YOU'VE SEEN 
THAT THING, 


Qu Ee 


Д Is tHerE 5 
BEN soMEBody... 
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